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Location:
St Johns County, Florida
Client:

St Augustine Port, Waterway & Beach District
Contact:
Michael Trudnak, Taylor Engineering       


904.731.7040


Value:

$ 2,730,000
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Turnbull Environmental, Inc. (TEI) was contracted to restore the Summer Haven River located south of Matanzas Inlet in St Johns County, Florida, which had been filled with beach sands during several storm events during 2008.  The goal of the project was to re-establish the Summer Haven River to pre-2008 conditions, rebuild and plant the adjacent beach dune system, and create ten (10) acres of least tern habitat to mitigate for temporary impacts associated with the project.
Scope of Work:

The project entailed excavation of 275,000 cubic yards of sand that had been deposited in the river, placement, and grading of excavated sand onto the adjacent beach and dune complex, and creation of 6.4 acres of least tern habitat on a spoil island alongside the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway and 3.5 acres on-site, and planting 55,000 sea oat plants on the new dune system.  
Prior to project commencement, TEI was issued an emergency change order to address significant topographical and hydrologic impacts associated with Hurricane Matthew.  The storm created a large new inlet connecting the Atlantic Ocean and Summer Haven River as well as smaller inlets under homes, within the project footprint.  TEI successfully closed the inlets within 4 weeks of beginning operations, which enabled the original project to proceed as planned.  

TEI used both a land-based and water-based approach to implement and complete the project.  Traditional earthwork equipment including, excavators, off-road dump trucks, and tractor and pans were used to transport and place excavated spoil onto the beach fill zone.  Bulldozers were used to grade the final river profile as well as the beach fill zone in conformance with the plans and specifications. Temporary coffer dams and berms were used to isolate the river project area in sections using on-site materials.  At the same time, a dredge barge and 8” pipe were deployed on either ends of the river to access and remove the accumulated sandbars that had effectively filled the original river channel.  
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TEI Qualifications and Experience


Summer Haven River Restoration Project








